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G enette Kay Willbanks

Genette Kay Willbanks of Spring, Texas passed away at home on March 20, 2023 at the age of 75.
She was surrounded by the love of her family and will be remembered as an amazing wife,
mother, and someone who loved using her knowledge and talents to help people.

She is survived by her devoted husband of 14 years, lan Thomas Grain; daughter Gina Willbanks
(Jeff Pretzel) of Spring, TX; daughter Ginny Morrison (Nick) of Houston, TX; sister-in-law Lou
Willbanks Chachere (John) of Houston, TX; and sister-in-law Vicky Parr of Kingsland, TX. She
was preceded in death by her parents Leon and Edith Emshoff of Lake Jackson, TX; her brother
Jay David Parr of Kingsland, TX; and her first husband Gregory Willbanks.

Genette was born on January 5, 1948 in Freeport, Texas. She graduated from Brazosport High
School in 1966, and from the University of Texas in 1970 with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education. She began her teaching career at an elementary school in La Marque, TX in Galveston
County. She later moved home to Lake Jackson to work for Brazosport Independent School
District where she taught special education at Jane Long Elementary, and later special education
and 5th grade at Bess Brannen Elementary. Genette was a creative and inspiring teacher and
made a lasting impact in the lives of many of her students.

After more than a decade of teaching, Genette chose to become a stay-at-home Mom and
channeled her passion for helping others in to volunteer work. She was active in the Junior
Service League as well as various school booster clubs for band, choir, and drill team for her
daughters. After her daughter Gina discovered a love of community theater, Genette became an
active volunteer at The Center for the Arts and Sciences and was recognized with several awards
through the years for her service. She played many different roles supporting The Center and its
productions including managing the box office and helping to convert it from general admission
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to reserved seating, creating flyers and programs, designing show logos and t-shirts, running
props, and serving as the Producer for several productions.

When Genette moved to Spring in 2009 to be closer to her daughters, she quickly became
involved in her local community including publishing a weekly community email and serving on
the yard of the month committee. She also took her volunteer work digital and was very active for
over 10 years in an online immigration forum where she helped people navigate the complexities
of the US immigration system and taught them how to do taxes.

A service celebrating Genette’s life will be held on Tuesday, March 28, 2023 at 11:00 AM in the
chapel at South Park Funeral Home (1310 N. Main Street, Pearland, TX). The family will be
available for visitation and fellowship with light refreshments immediately following the service.
After visitation, a private interment for family and close friends will take place at 2:00 PM at
South Park Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Genette’s memory to the SPCA of Brazoria County
(https:/spca-brazoria.com/donation/).
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Funeral Service

M via

=] Tuesday, March 28, 2023 o
(O 1:00 AM - 12:00 PM CT

@ South Park Funeral Home
1310 North Main Street, Pearland TX 77581
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Anonymous sent an Arrive in Style to the Willbanks family.

March 27 at 10:38 AM

Ramona Barr sent a Gracious Lavender Basket to the Willbanks family.

March 27 at 6:13 AM

Lisa Yannessa posted:

Genette was so very special to me. | enjoyed all of our lunches and talks. | will truly miss her. She
was a beautiful soul. Lisa

March 27 at 4:54 AM

George E Matula posted:

Gina, we are saddened by the loss of your mom. Please accept our concern and condolences. Allow
the sweet the memories to overshadow the sadness at this time. Pat & George Matula, Brady. Texas

March 27 at 4:49 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Willbanks family.

March 25 at 6:41 PM

Anonymous sent a Country Basket Blooms to the Willbanks family.

March 25 at 1:06 PM
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Alecia Sanford Leonard posted:

We enjoyed having Genette and lan as our neighbors. They would babysit our girls from time to time
when they were little for my husband and | to go to dinner. Our oldest daughter had original Lays
potato chips at their house for the first time and loved them and she thought they were called
“"Genette's.” So we still call them that to this day and we forever will. We will miss our friend and
neighbor and send our love and condolences to the family.

March 24 at 4:04 AM

Anonymous sent a Blue Caribbean Bouquet to the Willbanks family.

March 23 at 11:24 AM

Anonymous sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Willbanks family.

March 23 at 10:05 AM

Love, Walter & Ann Pretzel sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Willbanks family.

March 23 at 9:08 AM

Joy posted:

Genette, made my brother lan so happy and gave him a life he deserved. Thank you Genette, sleep in
peace. Joy XxXx

March 23 at 7:58 AM

Anonymous sent a Sweet Tenderness to the Willbanks family.

March 23 at 7:57 AM

PAGE 7 OF 9



Tribute Wall Genette Kay Willbanks

JAN 5, 1948 - MAR 20, 2023

Anonymous sent a Rainbow Of Remembrance Spray to the Willbanks family.

March 23 at 4:31 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Genette by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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